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of the European Christians, to support such
funds.
The church itself,  is said to   be built on
the spot where James, the brother of John,
was killed by the sword, when Herod the king
stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the
church, *   We entered it by passing through an
open paved court, and the general effect of a
first view,  was as gorgeous and imposing as
could be imagined.   The church, though small,
is of a lofty height, and crowned by a central
dome, and being entirely free of pews or stalls
of any description, looks  considerably larger
than it really, is.   The walls are every where
covered with pictures, executed in the worst
taste; yet, from the mere profusion of their
numbers, and the gaiety of their colouring, they
produce on the whole an agreeable effect.   The
pillars, both of the church and the offices of the
sacristy, as well as the portals of the door lead-
ing to it, and the inner walls, are all cased with
porcelain tiles, painted in blue, with crosses and
other sacred devices*   The Mosaic pavement is
the most beautiful of its kind, and appeared Jo
me to be of better execution than that at the.
convent of St. John at Ain Kareem, or even
the great church of the knights at Malta.   The,
* Acts of the "Apostles, xii. J, 2.